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Wootton  3assett, 
Wilts  o 


August,  1946, 

To:  The  Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  Rural  District  Council, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health, 
Housing  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  district  for  the  year  1945, 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area, 


Area  (acres)  46,618 

Population  13,140 

Humber  of  inhabited  houses  3,450 

.Rateable  Value  £62,446 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £264 


The  District  remains  principally  Rural  in  type,  but  with  the 
added  Housing  Estate  of  the  Air  Ministry  in  Wootton  Bassett  -this 
part  is  becoming  distinctly  of  a more  semi -Urban  nature. 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics. 


Total  deaths  in  the  district  during  the  year  - 139, 
number  67  were  males, 
and  72  were  females. 

Rate  per  1,000  ,,,  10,58 

3rief  analysis  of  the  principal  causes  of  death; 

Male 


Tuberculosis  - Of  the  respiratory  system  1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  2 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Cancer  - all  sites  21 

Diabetes  1 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lisions  (',stroke,,)  6 

Heart  Disease  12 

Bronchitis  1 

Pneumonia  1 

Appendicitis  1 

Hephritis  1 

Premature  Birth  2 

Congenital  malformation  - birth 
injuries  - infantile  diseases  1 

Road  traffic  accidents 

Other  violent  causes  2 


of  which 


Female 


2 

1 

1 

9 

1 

10 

22 

2 

3 

3 


1 

1 

3 


It  is  to  be  noted  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  any  infectious 
notifiable  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis,  and  that  there  were  no 
deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  or  other  material  causes. 


Infantile  Mortality, 

There  wrere  9 deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age. 


Death  rate  ,,,  29,41  per  1,000  birth 


Births, 

204  children  were  born  during  the  year,  102  male  and  102  female. 
Of  this  number  36  were  illegitimate.  It  is  to  be  noted  a still  further 
increase  in  illegitimate  births  to  any  previous  year. 

There  were  8 "Still"  3irths,  only  1 of  illegitimate  children. 

Birth  rate  15,53 
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General  provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  area. 


Hospitals * Provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the 

County  Council* 

A*1  Fever * The  Local  Authority  has  no  Isolation  Hospital  of  its 
own*  All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  Hospital 
treatment  are  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Gorse  Hill, 
Swindon,  under  arrangement  with  the  Swindon  Borough  Council,- 

2 Small  Pox*  Cases  of  this  disease  are  removed  to  the  County 
Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Ogbourne,  near  Marlborough* 

3*1  Tuberculosis*  2 Maternity*  3 children*  4 others* 

Ho  Hospital  or  Institution  for  the  treatment  of  the  above 

diseases  is  situate  in  the  district*  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 
are  treated  at  the  County  Council's  Sanatoria  at  Wins ley  and 
Harnwood,  and  Maternity  cases  at  the  Swindon  Maternity 
Hospital  or  at  the  Maternity  Hospitals  at  Melksham  and 
3radford-on-Avon*  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  accommodation 
for  the  treatment  of  Maternity  cases  in  Hospital  is  inadequate, 
principally  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  housing  shortage,  so  many 
married  people  being  compelled  to  live  in  rooms,  where  conditions 
and  room  for  child  birth  are  quite  impossible,  and  also  to  the 
increasing  desire  of  the  younger  people  to  go  to  Institutions 
for  their  confinements,  where  comfort  and  every  medical  or 
surgical  facilicy  can  be  obtained* 

0*  General*  There  is  no  General  Hospital  in  the  district, 

medical  and  surgical  cases  requiring  Hospital  treatment  being 
sent  to  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Swindon,  the  G0V,B*  Hospital 
and  the  Hospitals  at  Stratton  St*Margaret,  Savernake, 

Mar lb o rough,  and  Cirencester*  It  is  to  be  noted  that  at  the 
present  time  Hospital  accommodation  for  the  district  is  wholly 
inadequate* 

D*  The  County  Council  Home  at  Marlborough  continues  to  be  of 
great  benefit  to  delicate  and  poorly  developed  children  in 
the  district* 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  Mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  homeless  children  is  arranged  for  by  the  County 
Counci  1* 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres  * 

There  are  none  in  the  district  other  than  Child  Welfare 

Clinics  held  by  the  County  Council  at  Wootton  3assett,  Cricklade  and 

Purton* 


Clinics  for  Maternity  cases,  Tuberculosis,  Orthopaedic  and 
Venereal  Diseases  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  Swindon,  and 
the  services  of  a Consultant  for  ante-natal  and  Maternity  cases  are 
available,  when  required,  at  patients  own  homes* 

Ambu lane  e Fac i li t i e s 

A.  For  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are  provided  by  the  Swindon 
Borough  Council* 

Other  cases*  Hon'  is  available  in  the  district.,  b\±  the 
services  of  an  Ami  u lance  are  obtainable  at  all  times  from 
the  Swindon  3orough  Council* 

Hub  lie  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - part  time 
Two  Sanitary  Inspectors*  - full  time 
One  unaualified  Assistant  - full  time 
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Hursing  arrangements 


Ho  arrangements  exist  for  the  provision  of  general  nursing 
or  the  nursing  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  district. 

Mi dwives 


There  are  none  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority, 

the  fully  qualified  Midwives  in  the  district  acting  under  the  euver- 

vision  of  and  provided  *by  the  County  Counci  In 
I 

Laboratory  work 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out 
for  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  district  at  the  Greville  Laboratory, 
Salisbury  Infirmary,  and  the  emergency  medical  services  Laboratories  at 
Oxford  and  Gorse  Hill,  Swindon,  the  cost  being  defrayed  by  tho  County 
Co  unci  1„ 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  and  othor  Diseases . 


The  incidence  o 

past  yoar,  There  has  Kc 

Scarlatina,  the  cases  co 

parts  of  the  district,, 

Cricklade  and  Pur ton  are 

£tr 

notification  of  this  dir 
very  serious  shortage  oi 
the  Medical  Officer  roqu 
those  of  a sovere  type, 
The  following  table  sets 


f Infectious  Disease  has  been  small  during  the 
on  no  epidemic  of  either  Diphthoria  or 
curring  either  singly  or  in  pairs  in  various 
ieaslos  was  epidemic  principally  in  tho 
is  r,  158  cases  jwere  notified,  I consider 
nose  /a  wall e^o F °pmh. i c money.  Owing  to  the 
staff  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Gorse  Fill, 
os  ted  that  all  cases  of  Scarlatina,  except 
should  be  isolated  or  treated  at  home, 
cut  the  number  of  cases  notified; 


1 

Total  cases 

— t 

Cases  ad- 

Total 

Disease 

notified 

mitted  to 
Hospital 

deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

6 

Diphthoria 

2 

2 

- 

Mo as les 

158 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

19 

- 

Erysipelas 

8 

- 

Malaria 

1 

- 

- 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

- 

Dysentry 

7 

& 

CO 
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Diphtheria. 


Immunisation  of  children  against  this  disease  has  steadily 
progressed.  The  education  of  parents  to  the  importance  of  this  and 
their  growing  keenness  in  having  their  children  immunised  is  largely 
due  to  thp  propaganda  work  carried  out  during  the  past  two  years  by 
the  Officers  of  your  Authority, 

The  total  number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full 
course  of  immunisation  under  1 to  15  years  of  age  at  any  time  up  to 
•3 1st  December,  1945,  being  7,051,  a percentage  of  65.53  of  the 
esti:nated  mid-year  child  population. 

Tuberculosis 


The  number  of  cases  notified  is  again  high  compared  with 
the  pre-war  years,  but  not  so  high  as  for  1944,  a total  of  23  cases 
as  compared  with  .32  for  that  year. 


( 


Ages 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis 

Glands 

Other 

M 

F 

M i F 

Ivl 

F 

1-10 

2 

1 

10  - 20 

2 

3 

1 

2 

20  - 30 

3 

1 

l.,„ 

- 1 

40  - 50 

3 

1 

50  - 60 

1 

30  - 40 

1 

7 

3 

2 

5 

3 

3 

Water 

Water  is  delivered  to  the  houses  in  the  district  by 

3 systems, 

a,  The  Public  water  mains 

b,  Small  private  water  undertakings 

c,  Wells 

80,17$  of  the  h ouses  receive  their  water  from  water  mains 
76,92$  being  from  mains  owned  by  the  local  Authority,  Full  details  of 
the  sources  of  supply  are  set  out  in  the  report  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector, 


There  was  no  serious  shortage  of  water  during  the  year, 
except  for  a short  period  of  insufficiency  at  Bradenstoke,  which  is 
at  present  supplied  by  privately  owned  wells.  Toe  overcome  the 
shortage  the  Authority  laid  a temporary  main  from  the  main  supply  at 
Ly:  ehrjn.  This  was  in  use  only  during  the  period  of  shortage.  The 
question  of  providing  a permanent  supply  to  this  part  of  the  district 
is  now  under  consideration. 

The  quality  of  the  water  from  all  the  public  supplies  was 
proved  by  analysis  to  bo  of  a satisfactory  character, 

■divers  and  Streams 


No  complaints  were  received  as  to  the  pollution  of  ri  ers 
or  streams  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  are  3 sewerage  works  in  the  district,  at  Wootton 
Bassett,  Cricklade  and  Purton,  These  works  have  been  well  maintained 
during  the  year  and  the  effluent  from  all  of  them  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

Scavenging  and  Salvage, 

Scavenging  of  the  district  continues  to  be  carried  out 
satisfactorily  and  no  complaints  have  been  receded  of  any  nuisance 
caused.  The  present  tipp'ng  sites  are  rapidly  being  filled,  and  we 
shall  shortly  be  faced  with  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  new  sites. 

Salvage, 


The  amount  of  salvageable  material  collected  during  k o 
year  was  very  much  decrease!  in  spite  of  the  efforts  and  appeal  nade 
by  your  Sanitary  Authority  , 


The  number  of  Dairies  now  on  the  Register  is  329 , and  244 
.spections  were  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors,  This  is 
most  important  part  of  their  work  in  a district  of  this  nature, 
where  the  main  industry  of  the  district  is  Dairy  Farming,  and  I an 
afraid  they  have  not  been  able  to  devote  as  much  of  their  time  to 
this  work  as  they  would  have  liked  owing  to  the  immense  amount  of 
work  involved  in  carrying  out  the  Rural  Rousing  Survey, 
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Sampling  of  milk  or.  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
under  the  National  Milk  Testing  Scheme  was  this  year  discontinued,. 
Samples  of  pasteurised  mil],  taken  during  the  year  from  the  only 
pasteurising  plant  in  this  district  proved  satisfactory  except  on 
one  occasion,  where  the  cause  was  found  to  be  due  to  a fault  in  the 
heat  exchange  mechanism „ 

Meat 


The  examination  of  carcases  for  human  consumption  is  carried 
out  regularly  and  efficiently  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors.  This 
involved  somo  281  examinations;  1 ton  9 cwtsc  of  meat  had  to  be 
condemned  and  some  831  lbs„  of  other  foodstuffs  were  found  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  The  percentage  of  slaughtered  calves  found  to  be 
affected  by  Tubercullis  was  found  to  be  0.6. 

Housing 


4 new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  under  The 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act.  Hone  were  erected  by  the  Council, 
Full  details  of  the  Inspectors  work,  etc.  under  the  Housing  Acts  are 
set  out  in  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  report  on-  this  matter. 

.Rural  Housing  Survey 

Work  was  commerced  on  August  1st  and  is  progressing  steadily. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  an  unqualified  Assistant  to  help  in 
carrying  out  this  task.  A thorough  examination  of  each  house  is 
carried  out,  full  details  and  a case  history  being  entered  in  a system 
of  card  records „ 


I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  N0  WATS 0 N0 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR!  S RaiPORy. 


Council  Offices, 

Wootton  Bassett,  Wilts, 

15th  August,  1946, 


To:  Dr„  JON.  Watson,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Cricklade  and  u'ootton  Bassett  Rural  District  Council, 

Sir, 


n -u  1 baf  *°  submlt  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st 

d0allne  With  the  TOrk  carrled  °»t  in  thotaiSLy 


Housing, 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


Ore 

©Op 


Nil 

4 


3, 


Inspection  of  dwell!  nghovi ^es 

^ ^ber  of  dwellirghouses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(i? )(a)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub- 
head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 
Regulations,  1925  & 1932.,. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


49 

154 


2 

4 


in)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state 

,in^fious  to  health  as  to  be 

O o r co  o 


(iv) 


29 


29 


o ~ JLUUK  1 

unfit  for  human  habitation 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

aurl-Bfi  the  year  without,  s ervl ,,  nf 
Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 

onilT*  actl°n  b!„!ho  looal 

«>"  year  - Proceedings  under 

(i)  (a)Hvmber  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

«>e,  3 

dI?llingh0use8  ln  *Meh  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices- 
U ; 3y  owners 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
( i)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  The  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  dW"1,linghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  i 

0,0  J. 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 
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4*  Housing  Act,  1936,  O'-ercrowding* 


No,  of  overcrowding  cases  discovered  during  the 

y e ar  , , • • ? « « ^ c • * , • • • • * • <5 

No,  of  overcrowding  cases  abated  „ * . i 

” H visits  nade  re  overcrowding  , ,,  3 

The  overcrowding  was  abated  by  moving  three  families 
into  Council  Houses,  and  by  one  family  moving  into 
a larger  dwelling  ...  „ * „ . * * 


50  Public  Health  Act,  1936 „ 

Nuisances , 

Number  of  nuisances  discovered  , 37 

" M ,!  abated  „ * , 28 

M " inspections  made  for  the  purpose  112 

Verminous  Houses 

Number  of  verminous  houses  discovered  10 

" 11  houses  cleared  of  vermin  10 

11  " visits  41 


Two  houses  were  infested  with  fleas,  five  houses  with  bugs,  two 
wit  cockroaches  and  one  with  cockroaches  and  cri&ets.  Seven  houses 
were  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Authority  and  three  houses  by  the  owners 
or  occupiers*  Treatment  was  carried  out  by  using  block  disinfes- 
tators,  spraying  with  an  insecticide  and  by  using  insecticide  powder* 

^cables  * 

No  cases  of  Scabies  were  notified  during  the  year 
6*  Rural  Housing  Survey* 

The  .Rural  Housing  Survey  was  commenced  on  August  1st*  Assis  :ance 
in  carrying  out  this  survey  was  provided  by  the  appointment  of 
mr,u2xton  as  an  Assistant  in  the  Sanitary  Department,  Although  no  is 
not  a Qualified  Sanitary  Inspector  he  has  proved  to  be  very  capable 
in  carrying  out  this  work,  which  is  chiefly  the  inspection  and 
measurement  of  working-class  houses, 

For  the  purpose  of  recording  the  information  relating  to  each 
house  a House  Inspection  Record  was  drawn  up  and  passed  to  the 
Printers*  A part  of  this  form  allows  for  entries  which  will  dispense 
with  the  keeping  of  Overcrowding  Record  Cards,  A very  useful 
specimen  form  allowing'  for  the  category,  address,  assessment  number 
and  reference  number,  details  of  the  sanitary  accommodation,  drainage, 
method  of  disposal  of  drainage  and  water  supply  for  each  house  to  be 
entered  thereon,  was  drawn  up  in  the  office,  and  forms  were  subse- 
auently  printed.  These  forms  were  bound  inaa  thong  binder  and 
called  the  Rural  Housing  Register,  The  House  Irspection  Record 
embraces  matters  which  are  not  entered  on  forms,  used  by  a number 
of  Rural  Districts,  ax  i therefore,  a longer  time  is  taken  for  the 
inspection  of  each  hous  , but  the  details  are  very  full  and  cover 
the  dimensions  of  all  ruoms,  windows  (areas  of  lighting  and  ventila- 
tion), ceiling  heights,  types  of  roofs  and  walls,  internal  and 
external  structural  and  other  conditions,  water  supply,  sanitary 
accommodation,  drainage  disposal,  washing  and  cooking  accommodation, 
air  space  and  provision  of  other  amenities. 


(i)  Number  of  working- class  houses  in  the  district  2,  71 

ii)  " " houses  inspected,  measured  and  entered 

on  Inspection  Records  and  Register  238 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  measured  but  not  yet  inspected 

(not  included  in  (ii)  above)  274 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  measured  and/or  inspected  562 


7 * later  Supply 

The  chief  source  of  water  supply  for  the  district  is  from  a bore- 
la  le  owned  by  the  Council  and  situated  at  Ashton  Keynes*  This  bore 
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hole  roachos  to  a depth  of  300  feat*  It  has  a mild  steel  lining 
27  inches  in  diameter  for  a depth  of  88  feet,  reduced  to  24  inches 
diameter  for  a further  depth  of  85  feet*  There  is  a CcIc  lining 
18  inches  in  diameter  to  a depth  of  173  feet,  the  annular  space  being 
filled  with  cement  groutn  Beyond  this  depth  the  bore  hole  is  unlined 
and  has  a diameter  of  15  inches* 


There  is  a trial  bore  6 inches  diameter  near  the  main  bore  hole, 
but  this  is  only  brought  into  use  in  times  of  emergency* 

The  water  from  these  supplies  is  chlorinated  by  an  automatic 
chloramine  apparatus* 

Water  is  pumped  from  these  bore  holes  to  a small  reservoir  having 
a capacity  of  60,000  gallons  at  Cricklade,  and  to  a reservoir  at  Hook 
holding  500,000  gallons,  The  Cricklade  reservoir  supplies  the  parishes 
of  Cricklade,  Marston  Meysey  and  Latton*  The  reservoir  at  Hook  supplies 
the  remainder  of  the  district,  being  augmented  by  a smaller  supply 
obtained  from  Clyffe  Pyoard, 

Water  is  obtained  for  the  Clyffe  Fypard  supply  from  an  adit  driven 
into  the  greensand  in  the  hills.  The  water  flows  to  two  small  reser- 
voirs having  a total  capacity  of  35,000  gallons.  Chlorination  of  this 
supply  is  carried  out  by  means  of  a meter  operated  chlorination 
apparatus  * 

A very  small  water  supply  is  obtained  from  a well  situated  at 
Thornhill,  Broad  Town,  and  gravitate  to  supply  19  houses  at  Thornhill* 

A piped  water  supply  obtained  from  a well  at  Broad  Town,  owned  by 
the  United  Dairies  Ltd*  supplies  nearly  all  the  remainder  of  the  Broad 
Town  Parish* 


There  are  two  small  private  water  undertakings  at  Clyffe  Pypard 
and  Thornhill  supplying  a small  number  of  houses  and  farms. 

Every  Parish  has  a piped  water  supply,  and  the  only  shortage  of 
water  was  reported  for  a short  time  at  Bradenstoke,  a part  of  the 
Iyneham  Parish*  Bradenstoke  has  not  yet  been  linked  up  by  a water  main, 
but  water  was  supplied  by  means  of  a pipe  line  laid  above  ground,  which 
tided  over  the  period  of  shortage* 


The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  obtained  from  sources  owned 
by  ohe  Local  Authority  have  been  satisfactory*  The  waters  have  no 
plumb o -solvent  action* 

Dumber  of  water  samples  submitted  for  analysis* 


Public  Private 

Suppli  es Supplies  Total 


Chemical  4 15 

Bacteriological  6 9 15 


flesnlts  of  analyses  of  water  samples 

Fit  for  drink- 

ing purposes* 


Public  Supplies; 

Chemical  4 

Bacteriological  5 

Private  Supplies: 

Chemical  1 

Bacteriological  1 


Unfit  for  dri hie- 

ing purposes* 


1 


8 


The  bacteriological  sample  taken  from  a public  supply  and  found  to 
bo  unfit  for  drinking  purposes  was  obtained  from  the  Patney  supply* 
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This  water  supply,  which  only  yields  a snail  amount,  was  abandoned 
some  years  ago  and  has  not  been  used  since , 


Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains 


(i)  Into  or  on  to  premises 
(li)  3y  means  of  stand  pipes 

2,643 

11 

2.654 

Estimated  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains 


(i)  Into  or  on  to  premises 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand  pipes 

9,607 

40 

9,647 


Number  of  houses  supplied  from  private  water  mains 

112 

Estimated  population  supplied  from  private  mains 

405 

Total  number  of  houses  supplied  from  water  mains 

2,766 

" estimated  population  " " " 11  10,052 


Percentage  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water 

mains 

" " 11  0 " private  water 

mains 

76,92 

3 „25 

" " 11  ” H water  mains 

80,17 

Percentage  of  estimated  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  . ,,,  „ , . ,,, 

Percentage  of  estimated  population  supplied  from 

77,18 

private  water  mains  ,,, 

Percentage  of  estimated  population  supplied  from 

3 , 24 

water  max  ns  , , © © , , ® , © © , o 

80,42 

(Estimated  population  of  the  district  as  on  31st  December, 
1945  - 12,500), 

Number  of  visits  made  re  water  supplies: 


In  connection  with  public  supplies 

11 

" " " private  supplies 

39 

Number  of  water  connections  made  to  houses  from  the  public 
water  mains: 

(a)  As  the  result  of  informal  notices  1 


(b)  other  than  informal  action 

8,  Inspection  and  supervision  of  food 

itfi Ik, 

31 

Number  of  Dairies  on  Register 

329 

Number  of  Producers  on  Register  (included  in 
above  figure) 

324 

Number  of  inspections  made 

244 

During  the  year  4 new  cowsheds,  3 milking  parlours  and  3 dairies 
were  built.  Structural  alterations  were  carried  out  at  27  cowsheds 
end.  dairies,  and  12  further  farms  were  connected  to  the  public  water 
mains.  The  majority  of  the  farms  in  the  area  are  supplied  from  the 
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public  mains  now,  but  there  remain  several  groups  of  isolated  farms 
with  inadequate  water  supplies,  where  tremendous  difficulties  have 
been  net  in  attempts  to  get  water  services  from  the  public  mains,. 

At  ihe  end  of  the  year  several  schemes  for  isolated  groups  of  farms 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  War  Agricultural  Committee  for  the  County , but 
negotiations  in  one  or  two  other  cases  had  broken  down  and  the  ambition 
of  this  Department  to  see  every  Dairy  Earn  on  the  public  supply  stills 
seems  incapable  of  achievement , Good  liaison  was  maintained  with  the 
County  Milk  Production  Officer  under  the  National  milk  Testing  Scl:  -me, 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  a high  percentage  of  the  reject  milk 
for  the  year  was  from  the  farms  referred  to  above,  which  are  without 
a satisfactory  supply  of  water,, 

..n  lk  (Special  Designations)  .Regulations,  1936  to  1946 , 


Number  of  Pasteurising  Plants 

11  " Pasteurised  Milk  Samples  taken 

11  " Accredited  Milk  Producers 

" " T 0T D Mi lk  Producers 

11  " Inspections  of  Pasteurising  Plant 

Percentage  of  Accredited  milk  Producers  in  the  district 

ii  ti  ii  » it  ii  ii 


1 

25 

67 

15 

30 

20,68  $ • 
4,63  $ 


25  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  from  the  plant  operating 
in  this  district  during  th  year,  only  one  sample  failing  to  pass  the 
test,  Regular  inspection  of  this  plant  had  been  carried  out  at  the  tines 
of  sampling,  but  on  receip  of  this  adverse  report  a visit  was  made 
immediately  and  the  heat  exchanger  was  suspected  as  being  the  cause  of 
the  trouble,  A test  was  made  that  day  when  a cracked  plate  was  dis- 
covered in  the  heat  exchanger  and  the  plate  was  repaired  immediately, 

A chock  sample  was  taken  next  day,  which  was  satisfactory,  and  a .1 
samples  passed  the  test  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  percentages  of 
accredited  and  TCT0  farms  have  risen  slightly  in  the  year,  and  on  each 
occasion  that  farms  have  been  adapted  for  these  higher  types  of  produc- 
tion complete  co-operation  between  the  County  Department  responsible 
and  this  Department  has  been  maintained.  The  responsible  County 
Official  notifies  me  of  the  date  and  time  of  his  proposed  inspection, 
either  my  Assistant  or  I will  be  present,  and  there  is  a mutual  agree- 
ment on  the  improvements  or  alterations  needed  to  the  premises „ 

S , Meat 


The  slaughtering  of  all  animals  for  sale  for  human  food  was 
carried  out  at  a Slaughterhouse  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  killed  during  the 
year,  nearly  all  the  annuals  slaughtered  being  calves.  Every  endeavour 
has  been  made  to  pass  information  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture's 
Veterinary  Surgeon  for  tie  area  when  calves  are  found  to  be  affected 
with  congenital  tuberculosis,  so  that  the  dams  may  be  traced  and 
examined.  Unfortunately  this  is  not  always  possible  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  particular  skin  bearing  the  market  coding  and  number  has  been 
mixed  with  other  skins,  and  often  the  labels  have  become  detached  from 
the  skin  thus  preventing  identification,  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
report  that  during  the  six  years  in  which  this  Slaughterhouse  has  been 
the  only  one  in  the  district  at  which  slaughtering  has  been  carried  out, 
every  carcase  has  been  examined,  the  number  totalling  92,476,  To 
accomplish  this  a great  amount  of  time,  outside  normal  working  hours, 
has  had  to  be  worked. 

Number  of  visits  to  and  inspections  made  at  the 
Slaughterhouse  . , , „ , , „ , , 281 

Number  of  visits  made  to  other  premises  1 

Animals  killed  and  carcases  examined. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

No,  of  animals  killed 

2 

16895 

3 

13 

16913 

No, of  carcases  examined 

2 



16895 



3 

13 

13913 

Condemned  Meat. 


j Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

Condemned  for  Tuber- 

culosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

14 

14 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

87 

87 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

0,598 

0,514 

Condemned  for  Diseases 

other  than  Tubercul- 

osis , 

Whole  carcases 

19 

19 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

1 

778 

1 

3 

783 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
which  were  affec- 
ted with  dissases 
other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

50.00 

4.717 

33  ,333 

23,077 

4,742 

Details  and  weights  of  Condemned  Meat 


Tons  cwts,  qrs,  lbs* 

,Beef  1 6 

Veal  13  1 23 

Offal  14  2 8 


18  19 


Tons 

cwts 

<•  qrs 

i,  lbs. 

Percentage  of  the  total 
of  condemned  meat. 

Condemned  for  Tuber- 

culosis 

10 

2 

5 

37,22 

Condemned  for  diseases 

other  than  Tuber- 

culosis 

17 

3 

4 

62,78 

1 

8 

1 

9 

The  above  figures  relate  to 

animals 

killed  in 

the  district,  but 

there  was  an  additional  74  lbs. 

of 

beef 

condemned 

from  animals  killed 

outside  the  district. 

There  has  been  an  increase  this  year  in  the  percentage  of  calves 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  This  increase  is  the  first  since  the  year 

1941 , 


Year 

No,  of  calves 
killed 

No,  of  calves 

affected 

Percentage  of  calves 
with  Tuberculosis, 

1940 

14,095 

102 

0.72 

1941 

13, 583 

116 

0,85 

1942 

15, 190 

104 

0.68 

1943 

15,293 

90 

0,59 

1944 

16,702 

82 

0,49 

1945 

16,895 

101 

0,60 

Other  Food 

During  the  year  32  visits  to  other  food  premises  have  been  made 
resulting  in  the  condemnation  of  the  undermentioned  footstuffs: 

• Tins 


Stewed  Steak 

4 

Tongue 

2 

Fork  Luncheon  Meat 

5 

Chopped  Ham 

6 

Prem 

2 

Broth 

4 

Beans  and  Tomato  Sauce 

4 

Fork  and  Beans 

7 

Baked  Beans 

12 

Peas 

6 

Carrots 

1 

Vegetable  3 in  gravy 

1 

Pilchards 

13 

Salmon 

3 

Herrings 

2 

Sardines 

1 

Crawfish 

1 

Jam 

6 

Marmalade 

1 

2 

lbs 

Ham 

47 

Minced  Meat 

10 

Biscuits 

20 

Cheese 

10 

Rolled  Oats 

112 

Raisins 

75 

Spaghetti 

28 

Dates 

9 

Fish 

520 

831 

All  condemned  food  which  was  suitable  for  animal  feeding  stuffs 
was  utilised  for  that  purpose,, 

90  Knacker's  Yard 

Ho  business  has  been  carried  on  for  some  years  at  the  only  Knacker's 
Yard  in  the  district,  and  a licence  was  not  issued  during  the  year* 

10 r Factories  Act, 


Humber  of  Factories  on  Register  58 

11  " inspections  made  40 

11  " notices  served  5 

" " 11  complied  with  4 

The  number  of  Factories  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Bakehouses  16 

Motor  and  cycle  repair  shops  7 

3uilders  and  Carpenters  8 

Blacksmiths  shops  5 

Frinting  works  1 

Dried  and  Condensed  Milk  2 

Manufacturers 

Sgg  Grading  Depots  2 

Glove  Factories  2 

Sawmills  3 

Joinery  Works  1 

Rope makers  1 

Engineering  Works  2 

Implement  Repair  Shops  2 
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&as  Works  (Gasholders) 
Aeroplane  Repairs 
Dental  Manufactory- 
Brickworks 


2 

2 

1 

1 


Hr  Infectious  Diseases 

Excepting  Measles,  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was  very 
low „ The  Diphtheria  patients  and  five  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  patients 
were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals  All  other  Infectious  patients 
were  isolated  at  home. 


No,  of  rooms  disinfected 
No,  of  visits  made  in  connection 
with  Infectious  Diseases 
No,  of  Infectious  cases  removed 
to  Isolati on  Hospital 


12 


24 


10 


12c  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  May  all  the  Schools  were  visited  and  consent  forms  given 
to  children  to  take  to  their  parents,  in  order  that  parents  who  wished 
to  have  children  immunised  who  had  not  already  received  treatment, 
could  fill  up  the  forms  and  return  them  to  the  Head  Teachers „ The 
forms  were  subsequently  collected  from  the  Head  Teachers  and  forwarded 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer, 

13 , Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds , 

Three  licences  to  use  land  as  sites  for  moveable  dwellings  were 
issued  during  the  year,  Action  was  taken  in  respect  of  land  used  at 
Thornhill,  Broad  Town  and  at  Moredon  3ridge,  Purton,  The  site  at 
Moredon  Bridge,  Pur ton,  was  vacated „ At  Thornhill,  Broad  Town,  rough 
tents  and  shacks  had  been  pitched,  and  the  occupiers  were  creating 
a nuisance  by  depositing  filth  and  slop  water.  The  tents  and  shacks 
were  removed. 

No,  of  visits  re  tents,  vans  and  sheds  6, 

14,  Smoke  Abatement, 

Complaints  were  received  of  the  emission  of  smoke  and  grit  from 
a Factory,  The  primary  cause  of  the  trouble  was  the  inferior  and 
dirty  coal  as  supplied  to  the  Factory,  The  firm  took  what  action  they 
could  in  view  of  the  coal  shortage  and  rationing,  and  they  also  installed 
a new  spray  frame  in  the  apparatus  already  existing  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  the  emission  of  dust  and  grit, 

15,  Bathing  Pool, 

A sample  taken  from  water  in  a disused  gravel  pit  situated  at  the 
Cotewold  School,  Ashton  Keynes,  the  water  being  used  for  bathing 
purposes,  was  condemned, 

16,  Drainage  and  Sewerage, 

The  more  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Cricklade, 

Purton  and  Wootton  Bassett  are  served  by  sewers,  and  all  houses  within 
Statutory  distance  are  connected  to  the  sewers.  Practically  all  these 
houses  have  water  closets,  there  being  just  a few  still  having  pail 
closets.  The  pail  closet  is  the  type  of  closet  accommodation  provided 
for  most  of  the  cottage  property  in  the  unsewered  parts  of  the  above 
three  parishes  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  district,  but  the  larger 
residences  and  a number  of  cottages  have  water  closets  draining  to 
sewage  installations  and  cesspits.  Sewage  Works  are  situated  in 
Cricklade,  Furton  and  Wootton  Bassett,  At  Purton  and  Wootton  Bassett 
Sewage  Works  the  sewage  is  treated  by  passing  it  through  sedimentation 
tanks,  contact  beds  and  humus  tanks,  the  effluent  passing  to  streams. 

At  Cricklade  Sewage  Works  the  sewage  passes  through  sedimentation  tanks 
and  thence  to  treatment  by  broad  irrigation, 

17,  HeikB  e Collection  and  Disposal, 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  made  by  direct  labour,  one  "Dennis" 

7 cub, yard  refuse  lorry  being  used  for  the  purpose,  I have  not 
received,  a single  complaint  throughout  the  year  re  refuse  collection. 

The  refuse  lorry  is  8 years  old,  but  has  been  and  still  is  giving 
satisfaction  in  performance. 
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V eekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  made  from  dwellings  in  the 
mor-  t dckly  populated  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Ashton  Keynes,  Cricklade 
and  Vootton  Bassett . Refuse,  other  than  ashes,  is  collected  once  per 
month  from  houses  in  the  remainder  of  the  district. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  tipping,  the  refuse  tips  being  situated 
'it  Cricklade  and  Vootton  Bassett,  It  was  found  to  be  impossible  t<  obtain 
a tipping  site  in  the  parish  of  Ashton  Keynes  to  replace  the  site  which 
had  been  filled  up  towards  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

Regular  treatment  of  the  tips  is  made  by  using  a "tip  dressing"  so  as 
to  deter  the  infestation  of  the  tips  by  flies  and  other  insects, 

ho . of  visits  made  re  public  cleansing  - 58. 


18,  Salvage „ 

Collections  of  salvageable  waste  materials  are  made  throughout  the 
district.  Salvage  collections  are  carried  out  twice  per  month  in  the 
parishes  of  Ashton  Keynes,  Cricklade,  Leigh,  Purton  and  Wootton  Bassett, 
and  r. nee  per  month  in  the  remaining  parishes. 

Unfortunately,  in  spite  of  the  repeated  attention  having  been 
directed  to  householders  of  the  importance  of  saving  paper,  rags  and 
bones,  the  amount  of  salva  .sable  materials  greatly  decreased  during  the 
year,  with  a consequence  i crease  in  the  cost  to  the  General  Rate  Fund 
owing  to  decrease  of  income  from  sales, 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  tables  supplied  by  the  Honorary  District 
Adviser  to  the  Ministry  of  Supply  (Salvage)  disclose  the  fact  that 
Cricklade  and  Vootton  Bassett  RcDcCc  held  the  2nd  position  of  Wiltshire 
Rural  Districts  for  sales  value  of  rags  and  bones  during  the  period  1940 

to  1945. 


Period  1940  to  1945. 


Paper 

_ Sags 

Bones 

Sales  Value  £ 

Average 

8.4 

Position 

3 

Average 

0,9 

Position 

2 

Average 

0,8 

Position 

2 



Average 

3,8 

Position 

2 

! 

The  above  figures  show  the  average  per  month  in  cwts.  per  1,000 
population,  of  paper,  rags  and  bones  collected  and  sold,  and  the 
average  in  £'s,  per  mon+h  per  1,000  population,  of  sales. 

I give  below  the  details  of  the  amount  of  salvageable  waste  materials 
collected  and  sold  during  the  year  and  the  amount  received  from  sales. 

Salvageable  Waste  Materials 
Year  ended  51st  December,  1945. 


Collected  during  Receipts  from 


the  year 

Sold 

sales 

Tons  cwts.  qrs. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs. 

£,  s„  d 

Waste  Paper 

41 

17 

2 

36 

17 

3 

252,  7.  5 

Non-ferrous  metals 

10 

2 

10 

0 

6.  5,  4 

Textiles 

4 

19 

3 

5 

1 

0 

54,18.  5 

Bones 

4 

14 

1 

4 

15 

1 

24,  9,  0 

Rubber 

1 

5 

0 

- 

- 

53 

7 

0 

47 

4 

0 338,  0,  2 

Ho,  of  visits  re  salvage 
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.Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection  Costs 
Financial  Year  1st  April,  1945,  to  51st  March,  1946 . 


*) 


*■ 


Cost  of  refuse  and  salvage  collections 

Receipts  - refuse  and  salvage 

Cost  of  refuse  and  salvage  collection  to 
General  .Rate  Fund 

Cost  of  Refuse  and  Salvage  collection  per  house 

Cost  of  refuse  and  Salvage  collection  per  head 
of  population 

Running  cost  of  refuse  lorry  per  mile 
Miles  per  gallon 


£1, 233.11s  7d 
381„  2s, lid 
851.  8s  .8d 

4/11.23 

1/3.55 

7c61d 

6.31 


19 , Rats  and  aice  Destruction  Act. 

Infestation  Order. 

During  the  year  88  premises  were  cleared  of  rats  by  the  method 
advocated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  3y  this  method  unpoisoned  baits 
are  laid  for  three  or  four  days,  poisoned  baits  are  laid  on  the  fourth 
or  fifth  day  and  the  premises  are  again  visited  on  the  following  day, 
when  any  of  the  poisoned  1 dts  not  eaten  are  destroyed  and  dead  rats  are 
picked  up.  If  considered  necessary  post  baiting  is  also  carried  out  in 
order  to  confirm  clearance  of  the  rats.  It  will  thus  be  noticed  that 
"11  premises  which  are  rat  infested  have  to  be  visited  at  least  5 or  6 
days.  A man  was  employed  part-time  for  this  work  until  the  end  of  July, 
when  he  obtained  employment  elsewhere.  The  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
had,  therefore,  to  carry  out  this  work  from  that  time. 

Ho.  of  visits  re  inquiries  and  baiting  485 

20.  Petroleum  Act. 

Ho.  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  34 

» » » « " « carbide  . 4 

" " 11  " " 11  petroleum  and 

carbide  4 


Fetroleum  is  stored  in  underground  tanks  at  all  places  excepting  two. 

21.  Miscellaneous. 

Civil  Building  Licences. 

From  August  1st,  1945,  the  responsibility  for  licensing 
building  work  costing  over  £10  and  not  exceeding  £100  was  placed  upon 
the  Local  Authority,  and  this  has  added  to  the  work  of  my  Department, 
both  technical  and  clerical. 


Ho.  of  Building  Licences  issued  62 

" 11  visits  for  the  purpose  61 

Sanitary  matters 

Ho.  of  miscellaneous  sanitary  visits  including 
inquiries  re  the  letting  of  Council  Houses  140 

During  the  year  161  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  clearing 
up  of  Civil  Defence  matters,  and  with  the  requisitioning  and  de- 
requisitioning of  houses. 

Tabular  summary  of  inspections  made  during  the  year; 


No. 

Water  supplies  50 
Drainage  8 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  6 
Factories  40 


C/Fwd;  104 
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3/Fwd: 

No , 
104 

Hefuse  collection  and  disposal 

58 

Salvage 

78 

Hats  and  Mice  Destruction 

485 

Smoke  observations 

3 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits 

140 

Nuisances 

112 

Bathing  Pool 

3 

Housing 

158 

Aural  Housing  Survey 

562 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits 

44 

Overcrowding 

3 

Verminous  premises 

41 

Infectious  Diseases 

24 

He  Immunisation 

12 

Meat  inspection 

282 

Other  food  premises 

32 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

244 

Pasteurising  plants 

25 

Petroleum  Acts 

6 

Civil  3uilding 

61 

Civil  Defence,  etc,, 

161 

2638 

I ara,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


C r,  H e J AMES  o 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,. 
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